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endowed with the rapidity of the cinema.   He turns out
reforms as if they were being reeled off a film.
However, strong nations have a habit of clinging to
their past. And here it is that Mustapha's attitude is the
most remarkable. At the time of the struggle with the
Greeks, the Turks had made an oath, before the mosque
of Ahmed, to fight to the death. They had invoked the
glories of ancient Islam. After the break with the
Khalifat and Koranic customs had become final,
Mustapha Kemal tried to sever every remaining link with(
the Osman princes. Whereas for a European the past
history of Turkey is one with the past .history of the
Sultans, Mustapha Kemal had new history books com-*
piled in which the story of centuries is compressed intd
twenty pages                                                              *
However/ afe it would be foolish to date the genesis of
this great nation from the war of 1914, our modern
dictator has set about providing it with a more illus-
trious ancestry than the wandering tribes of Turkestan
from which Nit is descended. It happened at the moment
that several archaeological bodies had unearthed im-
portant remains of the Hittite civilization. The Hittites
were not unknown* There was no doubt that they had
invaded Egypt, and that the daughters of the Pharoahs
had sometimes united themselves in wedlock with the
princes of that race. The Bible contains allusions to
their Empire. The ruins discovered in Anatolia, the
gigantic statues which recall the art of Crete or Mexico,
seem to suggest the existence of a mighty kingdom.
Mustapha Kemal annexed the Hittites and caused their
history to be disseminated, though it must be admitted
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